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BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 


Kazuo Z. Ninomiya was born in Portland, Oregon on April 29, 1920 to Teiji, a 
hotel keeper who was 54 years of age then, and to his wife, Ai (Sanemitsu) Ninomiya 
(then 35 years). About a year and a half earlier, on November 16, 1918, a sister was born. 
These were the only two children born and survived in the United States. One additional 
son died at birth. 


Teiji left Japan for the United States in 1901 and worked in a logging camp, 
somewhere in Oregon, because there were some workers there who were from his home 
prefecture, Okayama. He returned to Japan in 1915 and married his wife. Upon coming 
back to the United States, both were employed at the logging camp, but found a chance to 
operate a hotel at 200 Alder Street in downtown Portland. 


Kazuo, his sister, and parents left the United States for Japan on Fushimi Maru on 
December 30, 1921. The reason for the visit was that the grandfather, Toyozo Ninomiya, 
was ill. Teiji tried to come back to the United States, alone, but not successfully. He was 
denied the entrance due to his intestinal disease. He went back to Okayama to run the 
family farm. 


In 1936 Toshiko married Katashi Fujiwara, a California farm worker, who was 
back in Japan for marriage. Kazuo, like his sister, Toshiko, was born in the United States 
and the family sent him to the United States with the newlyweds. They disembarked at 
Port of Seattle in May 1936. 


After a summer of staying with the Fujiwaras, picking berries at Frank Maeda's 
farm in Firwood, Washington, on the outskirts of Tacoma, Kazuo found employment as a 
"houseboy" with Dr. and Mrs. D. H. Bell, 1515 North 7th Street, Tacoma. Kazuo's stay 
with the Bells lasted until February 7, 1942, when he was drafted into the services of the 
U. S. Army. 


The main purpose of being a "houseboy" was to learn English by attending school. 
Because Kazuo left the United States when he was one and one-half years old, and knew 
no English, he had to start from the beginning. He enrolled at Jason Lee Junior High 
School, which was located only three blocks away from the house. It was very convenient 
for Kazuo from a commuting point of view, but not from an educational point of view. 
The courses were too difficult. Kazuo was transferred to Central Elementary School and 
put into a special class for the retarded or mentally ill students. This lasted about a year 
and Kazuo learned some basic English terms. Mrs. Bell was a great help at this time. In 
those days, Kazuo had his dictionary in his hip pocket and consulted with it whenever 
strange terms were encountered. 


Kazuo was back at Jason Lee Junior High School for two years and advanced to 
Stadium (Senior) High School. By that time his English was good enough so that he 
included German as one of his courses. He found the study of a third language helped his 
learning of English. 


il 


Aside from school work, Kazuo's stay with the Bells taught him much about the 
United States and ways of life of its people. Mrs. Bell's father was a China Clipper 
Captain, operating out of San Francisco, who retired to Port Director of Tacoma. Mrs. 
Bell was one of his two daughters. Further, Mrs. Bell was one of the earlier women 
graduates of Stanford University. Accordingly, her social circle included the city's many 
prominent people in government, business, professions, and military. Kazuo helped Mrs. 
Bell whenever there were bridge club meetings and other gatherings and came to know the 
guests personally. Kazuo also kept the large garden clean, trimmed shrubs, mowed the 
lawn, cleaned a two-story large house, washed dishes, served food, and helped with the 
shopping. 


In later years, when his English was better, Kazuo encountered and recognized 
both positive and negative discrimination at the schools, among friends of Dr. and Mrs. 
Bell, and neighbors. But none too seriously. There were some who avoided him, because 
he was Japanese. Others, however, became good friends, because he was Japanese. Mrs. 
Bell reminded him constantly not to get involved. With Kazuo's study and housework 
chores, he did not have much time for anything else. 


The military experience for Kazuo covered February 7, 1942 to April 1949, over 
widely scattered areas of Camp Robinson, Arkansas (1942-'43), Camp Fannin, Texas 
(1943- '44), Camp Shelby, Mississippi (1944-'45), Camp Patrick Henry (May 1945), 
Italy (June-August 1945), Camp Crowder, Missouri (November 1945), Fort Snelling, 
Minnesota (December 1945 - June 1946), Kokura, Japan (1946-'49), and discharge at Fort 
Lawton, Seattle, Washington (April 1949). 


Kazuo was a private when he finished his basic training at Camp Robinson and 
promoted to Technician 5th Grade (1943), Staff Sergeant (1943), Technical Sergeant 
(1944), Second Lieutenant (1947) and First Lieutenant in 1949, when he resigned the 
commission. 


In addition to his graduation from the United States Army Military Intelligence 
Language School in June 1946, Kazuo continued his education. He completed his BA in 
Sociology (1951) and MA in Geography (1953) at the University of Iowa, Iowa City, 
Iowa, a graduate certificate (1961) at the University of Hawaii, Honolulu, Hawaii, and 
Ph.D. in Geography (1972) at the University of Washington, Seattle, Washington. His 
professional education includes the United States Army Counterintelligence School for 
Agents, Tokyo, Japan, 1947 and the Department of Defense Civil Service Management 
School, Fort DeRussy, Honolulu, Hawaii, 1962. 


Kazuo's business and/or professional experiences are as listed below: 


Date Position e of Work Place 
1947-49 Interpreter/Translator Officer, Kokura 
U. S. Army Japan 


tak 


Date 
1954-58 


1958-67 


1970-90 


Position/T f Work ntinu 


Department of Defense Intelligence, 
Research Specialist 


Supervisory Military Intelligence, 
Research Specialist 


Assistant to Full Professor, Geography Department 


Place 


Tokyo, 
Japan 


Honolulu, 
Hawaii 


Sacramento, 
California 


Kazuo was a member of American Association of Geographers, Japanese-American 
Citizens League, Okayama Kenjin Kai, Camellia Festival Association, Matsuyama- 
Sacramento Sister City Corporation, Tsinan-Sacramento Sister City Corporation, Northern 
California Chapter, Sister City International, Sacramento "Torch Club," Rotary Club of 
Sacramento, and VFW Nisei Post 8985. 


Kazuo took an active part in following community activities: 


1. 1976-77 


2. 1983-85 


3. 1981-83 


1987-90 


4. 1987-93 


5. 1991- 


6. 1990-91 


7. 1992-93 


President, Sacramento Chapter, 
International Torch Club 


President, Matsuyama-Sacramento 
Sister City Corporation 


Chairman, Geography Department, 
California State University, Sacramento 


Board Member, Northern California 
Chapter, Sister City International 


Ex-Officio, Matsuyama-Sacramento 
Sister City Corporation 


Commander, VFW Nisei Post 8985 


Protocol Officer, U. S., 
Japan Conference of 
Mayors & C. C. Presidents 


lv 


Sacramento, 
California 


Sacramento, 
California 


Sacramento, 
California 


Northern 
California 


Sacramento, 
California 


Sacramento, 
California 


Sacramento, 
California 


8. Support of Boy Scouts exchange program with Matsuyama, Japan. 


9. Japanese American Historical Exhibit at Sacramento History Museum, 1991. 


10. Japanese American Military Experience Exhibit at Citizen Soldier Museum, 1991 
through 1994, at Sacramento and other locations. 


11. Joined others in protest demonstration against removal of KTSF program from 
Sacramento Cable TV. 


12. Memorial Day Service for pioneer Japanese. 


13. Occasional service to Mayor's Office in dealing with Japanese visitors or 
correspondences. 


14. Participate in Camellia Festival activities as one of the Gold Coaters. 


15. Help as a go-between in student exchange between Sacramento and Matsuyama. 


16. Assist UC Medical Center and National Ehime University Medical Center in the 
research scholar exchange program. 


17. Actas a go-between in the sister Chamber of Commerce program between 
Matsuyama Chamber of Commerce and Sacramento Chamber of Commerce. 


18. Assist Mr. Andy Noguchi in various community activities sponsored by Florin 
JACL. 


19. Take part in VFW Nisei Post 8985's community activities: 


a. Paper drive 


Isei Day Party 

Public education program 
Memorial Day Services 
and others. 


20 Actas liaison for California State University, Sacramento-Momoyama University 
(Osaka, Japan) Sister University exchange of student and/or faculty exchange 
program. 

Kazuo's major military and/or civilian awards include: 

e: Best All-around Student, Military Intelligence Language School, Fort Snelling, 

Minnesota, June 1946. 


om Individual Army Commendation Medal, 1947. 


3. Establishment of Sister University relationship between Momoyama University, 
Sakai, Osaka, Japan and California State University,Sacramento, 1980. 


4. Organizer and sustained member of Matsuyama-Sacramento Sister City 
Corporation, occupying such positions as Vice President, President, Board 
Member, and Ex-officio,1980-. 


Special citation from Momoyama University President H. Yamasaki for continued 
support of Sister University relationship between Momoyama and California State 
University, Sacramento, 1981. 

1. | Award of Special Honorary Citizen of Matsuyama, 1983. 
2. Emeritus Professor, California State University, 1990. 


e ¥ Certificate of Merit, Department of Defense, 1967. 


Kazuo's travels outside the United States include: 


Italy, 1945; Japan, 1921-'36, 1946-'49, 1954-'58, 1975, 1976, 1977, 1978, 
1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1985, 1987, 1991, 1994; Philippines, 1966 and 1967. 


[Begin Tape 1, Side A] 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


This is an interview with Dr. Kazuo Z. Ninomiya, a nisei man, who 


lives in Sacramento, California, at 1080 Clinton Road--on these dates of 
September 13, 1993, and March 1, 1995. 

My name is Merry Kurosaki, as interviewer for the oral history 
project for the Florin Chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League. 
This is tape 1, side 1. 

Dr. Ninomiya, shall we begin at the beginning, as a child, about 
your family, and where you were born, your brothers and sisters and early 
recollections of parents and relatives. 

I was born in Portland, Oregon on April 29, 1920. My parents at that 
time was running a hotel. Before I was born, my parents worked at a 
lumber camp, but I have no knowledge of its exact location. About a year 
and a half after my birth, the family (my father, mother, and big sister) 


returned to Japan. I spent 15 years in Japan and attended grade school 


and senior grade school in Okayama Prefecture, Japan. When I was 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


about fifteen years old, my sister got married and came back to the 
United States, and I accompanied with her and her husband. 

What’s your sister’s name? 

My sister’s name is Toshiko. T-O-S-H-I-K-O. Her married name is 
Fujiwara--F-U-J-I-W-A-R-A--who happens to live in Sacramento, 
California. 

Did you have any other brothers and sisters? 

I had one brother and two sisters, but my young brother and_ two sisters 
did not have American citizenship because they were born in Japan. 
Only my big sister, Toshiko, and I had American citizenship, because we 
were born in the United States. After I came back to the United States, 
[I] spent a summer at Maeda farm in Firwood, Washington, picking 
strawberries. 

My sister and her husband moved to California at the end of 
second year they were in the United States. At that time I moved to live 
with Dr. and Mrs. D. H. Bell of Tacoma, Washington, as a houseboy. I 
did yard work, wash dishes, clean house, and attend school. 

Yes. 
First, I entered Jason Lee--J-A-S-O-N L-E-E--Junior High School 


which was located only couple blocks from the house. But because this 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


was my first American school and I had no Engish language training, | 
could not keep up with the class. Therefore, I moved from Jason Lee 
Junior High School to Central Grade School, and entered a special class. 
Was that an intermediate school or what? 

Central school which is an elementary school. 

Oh, like an elementary school. 

Elementary school--much closer to downtown than my house was. And 
from there I came back to Jason Lee Junior High School two years later. 
That was primarily to pick up on your English? 

Exactly. But at Central Elementary school I was put into a special class-- 
mostly for retarded students--those who were mentally or physically 
handicapped, you know. Then I came back to Jason Lee and two years 
later entered Stadium High School. In 1942 I completed my 
requirements for graduation and I was waiting for graduation. But just 
two weeks before the graduation I was drafted into US Army and entered 
Army at Fort Lewis, Washington. 

Did you get your graduation diploma? 

My graduation diploma came to me by mail about a year later to my army 


address at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. After I was drafted on the 7th of 


February 1942, I was shipped to Fort Lewis--L-E-W-I-S--Washington-- 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


transferred to Branch Immaterial Basic Training Center at Camp 
Robinson, Arkansas. 

Who was that Branch for? 

Branch Immaterial means those [who] completed basic training can be 
sent to any branch of armed services. When I got there, there were about 
ten recruits at my company who were Japanese-Americans. We did-- 
building company streets, straighten up tents, and general upkeep of the 
buildings in company area for about a month. By the time we did our 
work, the recruits from New York area came and we became a full 
company. The basic training lasted sixteen weeks at Camp Robinson, 
Arkansas and all trainees, including Japanese-Americans, were shipped 
out to various camps within the United States, but I was the only one kept 
in the company, and I was promoted to a corporal. And after each 
sixteen-week cycle, new recruits came and then when they got through 
with the sixteen weeks, they were shipped out. After about four cycles 
our company was moved to Camp Fannin, Texas. 

Oh, Fannin. 

At Camp Fannin, Texas, I became a staff sergeant in charge of supplies, 


and in April 1944 I transferred to Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 


Was that to a language school? 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KU ROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


No, Camp Shelby, Mississippi, was a replacement company for the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team. 

Oh. 

With the 442nd Regimental Combat Team I became Technical Sergeant 
and headed a squad. The company was designated as a part of the 171st 
Battalion and moved to Camp Patrick Henry to be sent overseas in April 
1945. The company left the camp in May 1945 and arrived--disembarked 
at Naples, Italy, in early June when the war was over in Europe. 

While you were in the service, what was happening with your parents and 
family? 

I had no family with me of my own living in the U. S. A. 

They were still in Japan? 

Yes. My parents and my young sister’s family were in Japan. My older 
sister and her family were sent to Tule Lake Relocation Center. 

So during this time that you were in the army, you didn’t have a lot of 
contact with your family in Japan? 

No. 

Oh. 

I did not see my sister here in Sacramento until after the war. 


OK. 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


NINOMIYA: 


When I went to join the main unit of 442nd Regimental Combat Team 
outside Milan, the war in Europe was over. In fact, war was over in 
Europe when we landed in Naples. 

Yes, so the war was over in June. 

It was in August, two months after I joined the main unit of 442nd, that I 
was recruited to serve in the Pacific Theater because the war was not over 
there. I applied for transfer and it was approved. I left the company in 
late August 1945 and returned to the United States. 

That’s before going over to the Pacific Theater or. . . 

Yes. The route back to the United States took Pisa, Italy; Casa Blanca, 
Morocco, Dakar; French Equatorial Africa; Natal, Brazil; Belem, Brazil; 
Jacksonville, Florida by air and Jacksonville to Tacoma, Washington by 
rail. 

Were you on leave then? 

My status was on leave for returning serviceman. 

I stayed with my guardian, Mrs. Helen C.Bell, at 1515 N. 7th Street, 
Tacoma, Washington, until December 1945, when I reported to Camp 


Crowder, located outside of Joplin, Missouri. 


[End Tape 1, Side A] 


[Begin Tape 1, Side B] 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


This is side 2, tape 1. 

From Missouri I moved to Fort Snelling, Minnesota, where I was 
registered as a student in military intelligence language school. The 
school is supposed to last for six months, but about the third month after 
my arrival I was picked and given an assignment to teach Japanese 
because [of] my prior knowledge of Japanese language. I graduated the 


school in June 1946 as the best all-around student and was awarded by 


Twin City Bar Association. I was shipped from Fort Snelling to Japan by 


way of Seattle. 

While in transit I was in charge of fifty graduates of military 
intelligence language school but upon leaving Seattle we were given 
additional responsibility of over-seeing about fifty Japanese deportees. 
Were they undesirable aliens, or what? 

I believe they were mostly Japanese businessmen and Japanese officials. 
They had been kept at special camps in Arizona and New Mexico. Some, 
I found out, were Buddhist or Japanese Christian ministers. 

How was the attitude of the deportees? Did they treat you the same as 


everybody, or different, or bad or good? 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


The deportees were well educated. They behaved real well. They kept 


their quarters clean and gave us no problems at all. 
OK. Well, you were assigned to the 178th Language Detachment which 
was a part of the 24th Infantry Division, located at Kokura, Kyushu, 
Japan. 

Ok, let’s see. That was like--your position then was like a 
translator or interpreter? 
Yes. Well, when I got there, I was technical sergeant and then in 
February 1947 I was field commissioned Second Lieutenant as an 
Interpreter/Translator Officer. 
April of--let’s see, somewhere in between here, you met your wife, right? 
Is that about the time? About 1947, was it? 
In ‘47 when I was commissioned, I had to go to Tokyo, and I met Hiroko 
at her uncle’s house then. 
Hiroko’s last name was-- 
Nakajima. 
Nakajima, that’s right--at her uncle’s house. What was her uncle’s name? 
Mr. Matsusuke Shirane, Hiroko’s mother’s cousin, with whom Hiroko 
spent eight years. 


Shirane? And then what happened after that? 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


In April 1949 I resigned my commission. I came back to the United 
States and applied for college and the only school that gave me 
acceptance was University of lowa, Iowa City, Iowa. I didn’t want to go 
to any of Pacific Coast Universities because there were still wartime 
prejudicial attitudes. I thought that way anyway, although I was kind of 
late in starting university at the age of 29. Another reason I went to 
University of Iowa was my guardian, Dr. and Mrs. Bell. 

Mrs. Bell’s cousin lived in Iowa City and her husband was Chairman of 
Chemistry Department of the University of Iowa and I felt somewhat 
comfortable in going there. 

Oh, that was good. So the Bells had a real influence on your life. 

Oh, yes, a great deal. 

So was the University of lowa what you expected? Was it--your life 
there uneventful or was there any problem? 

It was not exactly easy going, you know, but the community was small 
and the people have not seen a Japanese-American so they were kind to 
me. They invited me to church dinners and all that. Pretty soon I 


[became] used to eating church dinners. I had to make up excuses. I 


can’t say that I don’t like those but I had to decline and make excuses and 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


things like that. But, otherwise, they were very nice, and I spent about 
two and one-half years and got my Bachelor’s degree in Sociology. 
Reason why I didn’t take too much time to finish my BA is that my 
military education satisfied much of [the] general education requirement. 
But at the time I graduated, I still had some GI Bill left so I wanted to 
continue. This time I decided to go into geography, and I spent another 
year and a half and I received my Masters degree in geography in June 
1953. Shortly after that, I got an offer to take a job in Japan as a Defense 
Department Research Specialist. 
This was a civilian job? 
Yes. I went to Japan in December 1953 and stayed with the job until 
October 1958, when my position was moved to Hawaii. My assignment 
in Hawaii was at Fort Shafter, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
How about your marriage? 
At the time I returned to Japan, I had no idea that Hiroko was still single. 
I found out she was not married when I called on her uncle, Mr. Shirane, 
in January, 1954. Hiroko, on the other hand, did not know I was back in 
Japan and not married. 


So somehow we got together. I didn’t have very much money but 


somehow we managed. We were married by one of [the] consuls at [the] 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


American Embassy on January 12, 1955. Mr. and Mrs. Shirane 
witnessed the ceremony. 

Oh, that was a long time before you saw Hiroko again. How about your 
tour of duty in Hawaii? 

We arrived in Honolulu, Hawaii, in October 1958 and stayed there until 
1967 when I resigned to do my work toward Ph. D. in Geography at 
University of Washington at Seattle, Washington. 

That was what year? 

1967, and after I finished my requirement, I took a job as an Assistant 
Professor of Geography at California State College (later called 
University), Sacramento. 

I came to Sacramento in 1970 and in the meantime my dissertation 
was approved and I received my Ph. D in 1972. I spent twenty years with 
the California State University, Sacramento, and in the meantime I 
became Assistant Professor, to Associate Professor, to Professor. Out of 
the twenty years at the school, I was Department Chairman for six years 
and Acting Department Chairman for two years. I retired in June 1990 
with the rank of Full Professor. Upon retirement, I received [the] honor 


of Emeritus Professor. 


Did you like administrative position as opposed to teaching? 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


Mrs. N:* 


KUROSAKI: 


Mrs. N: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA 


Mrs. N: 


No, but nobody wanted that job. . . 

Oh. [Laughter]. 

... and I retired from my job in June 1990. 

Uh-huh. Now, whatever happened to your guardian? 

Oh, Mrs. Bell passed away in 1957 and Dr. Bell passed away in 1944. 
So all this time you stayed in contact with Mrs. Bell. 

ees: 

Did she visit Japan too? 

Yes: 

What year was that? 

Twice, 1954 and 1957. 

Twice? 

We were married in 1955. She came to visit us. Then she came back in 
1957. This time, she stayed with us four months. 

Oh, four months. 

That’s when Hiroko learned to make pumpkin pie. She kept making 
pumpkin pies until Mrs. Bell was satisfied with the finished product. In 
the meantime, we had to eat pumpkin pie almost everyday. 


Mrs. Bell’s favorite was the apple pie. 


*Mrs. Hiroko Ninomiya 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


You might include that in 1947--I think it was in January, I was awarded 
individual army commendation ribbon. This was when I was an enlisted 
man with 178th Language Detachment of 24th Infantry Division. 

Was that specifically for. . . 

For my work in Translation and Interpretation. Since 1980 or so, both 
Hiroko and I got involved in Sister City relationship between Matsuyama, 
Japan and Sacramento. I was given honorary citizen--special honorary 


citizen of Matsuyama by the Mayor Nakamura for our work. Because I 


looked after the students and faculty members from Momoyama Gakuen 


Daigaku, (St. Andrews University) of Osaka that I was given special 
citation by the President of the University in 1980. 

After that then you became what? 

After my term was over, I became Ex Officio and advisor to the 
organization. 

Just ex-official. Now, you are active in Rotary Club? 


Rotary Club, yes. 


[End Tape 1, Side B] 


[Begin Tape 2, Side A] 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


Mrs. N: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


Some of these episodes, you know, are funny, but others [are] not so 
funny. While I was with Mrs. Bell, she paid me about $10 a month... 
Ten dollars a month? 

. ..aS a Spending money and I sent practically all that $10 back to Japan 
because there was a store in Tacoma, Washington that took care of that 
kind of thing, you know, sending money, and all that. 

You sent that back to your folks? 

Yes, to my parents. I think they spent [their] last pennies to send me to 
the United States so I thought I should do the best I can to help. 

Your mother borrowed the money. 

TEs. 

So as you recall then, did Dr. Bell or Mrs. Bell spend more time with 
your work in? 

With Dr. Bell, it’s nothing. It’s simply that he got up in the morning and 
go to his office and come home at night. I had little contact with him. I 
had lot of contact with Mrs. Bell. 


So they became your guardians because you were looking for a place to 


stay or how did that happen? 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


Well, I didn’t want to come to Sacramento or Marysville, I guess, where 
my sister and her husband went. I wanted to have my own life. 

Anyway, Mrs. Bell had no children and so did Dr. Bell. When Dr. 
Bell passed away in 1944 and Mrs. Bell, in 1957, I went to live with Mrs. 
Hicks, Mrs. Bell’s sister, in Auburn, Washington. In Mrs. Hicks’ house 
there were quite a few of Mrs. Bell’s things still there. Then Mrs. Hicks 
passed away. Then Mr. Hicks was left alone. We felt obligated to look 
after Mrs. Hicks and Mr. Hicks. After Mrs. Hicks passed away, Hiroko 
spent a lot of time looking after Mr. Hicks. Finally, Mr. Hicks passed 
away. Then he left his house at 105 J. Street, N. E., Auburn, Washington, 
to us. It’s been very expensive trying to keep that house up, although, 
part of the time we lived there while we were going to University of 
Washington, and, part of time, it was Hiroko’s mother’s home. Many of 
my friends keep telling me to get rid of it, but I keep thinking since the 
house was given to us, we were obligated to keep it up. 
You still have that house--kind of like with all the little wall hangings and 
everything are still on --mostly like when they lived there, right? 
We have furnishings from three houses there: Dr. and Mrs. Bell’s, Mr. 


and Mrs. Hicks’, and ours. 


So there are kind of like three families’ furnishings in that house yet. 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


Mrs. N: 


NINOMIYA: 


Yes. 

Oh, three families. 

Yes, because I brought something from Japan. 

Oh, that’s right. 

Being civilian with the military, when I came back to Hawaii, we had a 
big van load of furnishings. Then after eight years or so in Hawaii I still 


had a whole bunch of my own and Hiroko’s things, so we brought them 


back to Auburn, Washington. Dr. and Mrs. Bell’s things and then Mrs. 


Hicks’ and Mr. Hicks’ things had much history tied to them. 

It cost so much money to keep up with the house we cannot continue 
doing that. 

Anyway, we will, one of these days, not [be] able to manage that. 

At least that’s something that you have to think about whether you want 
to keep it or sell it. 

Did you tell Mrs. Kurosaki about the dictionary in your hip pocket? 

Oh, yes, I carried one in my hip pocket so that whenever Mrs. Bell said 
something she told me to look up in dictionary. So I had it here. Well, 
this is very good but after a while, [my] hip pocket develped little bulge, 


outlining the shape of dictionary. Besides, the pages started to fray and 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


[became] useless. By the time I graduated from high school [I] learned 
enough words so that I did not need the dictionary 

How long do you think that took you? 

Well, I think it took me a long time--maybe six years. Let’s see, 1936 
through ‘42. After that I felt confident enough to leave the dictionary 
home 

Uh huh. 

Well, that’s about it. 


During the war years, I mean, after the war, did you feel any kind of 


discrimination being nisei or a. . 

Well, in 1944 when Dr. Bell passed away, I applied for a permit to go to 
his funeral in Tacoma, Washington which was restricted area for 
Japanese. Just as soon as I got to the railroad station, Mrs. Bell came and 
picked me up. During the week in Tacoma, I stayed home. Mrs. Bell 
didn’t want to take chances, and except for a ride to Mrs. Hicks’ house in 
Auburn, kept me home. She told me , “Don’t go outside. Don’t be 
visible.” And out in the streets there were obvious signs, such as , “No 


Japs.” So I didn’t take any chances and Mrs. Bell was very much 


concerned that something might happen to me. She was happy that I was 


KUROSAKI: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


in service but she was also concerned because my having uniform on 
stood out. 

I’ve been pampered. 
[Laughter] I guess, huh. 
[Mrs. Ninomiya is speaking in the background. She is speaking about 
one of Mrs. Bell’s friends who told her [Mrs. Bell] to fire Mr. Ninomiya 
from her employ, and Mrs. Bell told this friend not to come to her house 
anymore. | 
So you were probably more fortunate in that you had somebody that was 
on your side. So many people didn’t. 
There were other schoolboys in Tacoma. I don’t know where they are 
now, but they keep changing employers and that didn’t make them 
popular. My staying with the Bells, I think, was very fortunate and I 
appreciated their kindness. 

I want to tell you about another thing. That is the Bells lived at 
1515 N. 7th Street, Tacoma. Tacoma was divided into two draft districts, 
one north and the other, south of Division Avenue. Her house was in 


north of the Division Avenue. Many of my friends who lived in 


downtown area were experiencing no draft and wondered why I was 


drafted. Whatever was the reason, I was drafted and told to report to Ft. 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


KUROSAKI: 


NINOMIYA: 


Lewis, Wahington on February 7, 1942. So I got in the service in [a] 
different way than the others. 

Drafted by mistake? 

No. They probably would not have drafted me had I lived in south side 
of Division Avenue. Maybe. 

Yeah, but you said they did it by mistake here. Would that be if they 
didn’t make a mistake would they have left you alone without being 
drafted because of your ancestry? 

Probably not. I would probably be sent to Relocation Center and may be 
drafted from there. 

Oh 

Japanese-Americans were being discharged about that time, but because 
of my address, I was drafted. I think February 23 was the day all 
Japanese in the area were required to report to the Assembly Center in 
Puyallup, Washington (the State Fair Ground). So I never got in to 
Relocation Center. 

Oh, that’s how you missed it. Well, that was 1942. That was in 
February. I think most of us went to camp around June-July. 


The evacuees were kept at State Fair Ground for sometime before they 


were sent to relocation centers. 
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KUROSAKI: Like an assembly center. 
NINOMIYA:  That’s right. 
KUROSAKI: They did that in California too. Well, I thank you very much and I’1I let 


you listen to it when I get it all together. You want to listen to it. 


[End Tape 2, Side A] 
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Signal Corps: Photo 
Two Division Officers Decorated 
At Friday evening retreat eeremonies at Kokura, 25 July, 


Brigadier General A C Smith, Assistant 24th Division Commander, 


presented to Mr O E Holder and 
Commendation Ribbons. * 
The text of the citations read: 


to 2nd Lt H Z Ninomiya Army 


Major Oscar E Holder performed Navy To Build 
meritorious s@ryice as Exchange Of tie “Super Submarines? 


cer, 24th Infantry Division, from 23. 


January, 1946, to t February, 
He rendered distinctive 


establishing two complete post exchange 


s@ryices in 


systems, initiating accounting, stock 


supply and distribution procedure which 
served as models for 
ja Japan. He skiléully handled the 
eomplex administrative details incident 
to the continued: effective operation 
of numerous wideespread and well «stocked 


branches, resourcetully overcoming the 


difficulties presented by along supply 


‘ 


route and inexperienced native empl oyees.. 


The text of Lieutenant Nino-' 


imya’s commendation read: 

Second Lt Kazo Z Ninomiya pere 
formed meritorious service as Special 
Interrogator and noncommissioned of ticer 
in charge, 178th Language Detachment, 
24th Intentry Division, from August to 
December 1946. He served with outstande 
ing distinction in aiding the processing 
of Japanese repatriates as well as in 
most capably providing for the control 
and administration of his unit. By his 
painstaking application, sound judgement 
aed devotion to duty, Lt Ninomiya did 


much to assure the prompt and efficient 


other exchanges, 


(INS)— The United States Navy 


(947-' announced that it will build two 


‘‘super submarines’? and it was: 
learned that it probably will be 
the nucleus of a diversified U-Boat 
fleet for atomic age warfare. 
Carrying of two 
submersibles famous for their 
world War 11 exploits the Tang 
and the Trigger, they will incor- 
porate all the desirable enemy and 
and Allied wartime developments. 
These will include new propulsion 
a8 a means of assuring the world’s 
fastest speed and numerous improve- 
ments to guarantee long range 
while submerged. aes 
It was in these all important 
factors that the Navy had fallen 
behind Germany in the last war. 
Fortunately, the Nazi developments 
came too late in the conflict to 
alter the outeame of the war. 


| August Drop | 


(S&S-25 July) -The G-1 Seetion of 
Eighth Army called for all Reg- 


the names 


ular Army men whose departures 
are scheduled for August, it. was 
disclosed today. ae 

The first release calls ' De 


|embodied in bills 


ee 


Four EM From Div 
Arty Convicted By CM 


A General Court-Martial meeting 
at Kokura last Friday found T/4 
Charles E Hofer, T/5 Ralph P Wat- 
lins, Pfc} Andrew C Jones, and Pvt 
Kenneth H Patton all of the 13th 


Field Artillery Battalion at Camp 
Hakata, guilty of ‘having violated 
the 96th and 93rd Articles of War, 
under specifications of theft and 
planned robbery. 

The court sentenced Watkins, 
Jones and Patton to be dishonor- 


Jably discharged from the service, 


to forfeit all pay and allowances 


_|due and to become due and to be 


confined, at such place as the re- 
viewing authority may direct, for 
1S years, 

Hofer recéived the same sentence 
except that confinement isto be 
for ten years. 


WD End orsesT raining 
ee 

Injury Bene fits In 

Interim. Pevtod 


(AT) -Of ficial weight of the War 
Department’ ‘was thrown behind a 
proposal 6 consider the period 
from Sept 8, 1945, as “time of 
peace” insofar as protection to 
National Guardsmen and Reservists 
injured or killed in 
concerned. “ 

The training protection laws 
apply only in peacetime since the 


training is 


jassumption’’ is that in wartime 
jmembers “of reserve components 


will be on‘ active federal duty. 
However, althogh hostilities ended 
Sept 3, 1945, and Guard and Re. 
serve training has been resumed, 
the country is still officially at 
war. 

The department’s proposal is 
introduced by 
the chairmen of the Senate and 
House Armed Services Committees. 

However, these measures are 
nearly identical with a bill in. 
troduced May 22, by Rep Mz 


LT. NINOMIYA._| 
| HONORED FOR | 
| WORKIN JAPAN 


Second Lt. Kazuo Z. Ninofniya, 
ot 
H. 


a graduate of Stadium high’ scho 
who ‘lived with the late Dr. D. 
Bell during his school years here, 
received an army commendation 
ribbon for meritorious service at 
recent. cerémonies -.at’  Kokura, 
Japan. 2 Fie ey 

As special interrogator, Lt. Nino- 
miya served with outstanding dis-f 
tinction in aiding the processing ‘of 
Japanese -repatriates, doing much} 
to assure the prompt solution of 
numerous exacting - repatriation 
bade ize following the war in the 
Pacific, : gees 3 
. Lt. Ninomiya joined the Ameri- 
can army one month following his 
raduation from high school. in 
1942, and. served in Italy with a 
Japanese-American combat. team. 
He went to Japan last year after 


ha 2a S o 
ee. 


An article in Tacoma, Washington News 
Paper, July 1947 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


KAZUO Z. NINOMIYA 


IS OFFICIALLY COMMENDED 
FOR 


OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE DURING THE PERIOD 1 NOVEMBER 1965 TO 31 OCTOBER 1966 
AS INTELLIGENCE RESEARCH SPECIALIST, INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF THE 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G2, HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, PACIFIC. 

DURING THIS PERIOD, MR. NINOMIYA EXHIBITED OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE, 
INITIATIVE AND SKILL AND CONTRIBUTED IMMEASURABLY TO SUCCESSES ATTAINED WITHIN 

THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION. HE MANIFESTED AN EXTRAORDINARY APTITUDE FOR CREAT- 

ING A HARMONIOUS ATMOSPHERE WITH FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL WITH WHOM HE 
CAME IN CONTACT AT USARPAC/FOREIGN NATION INTELLIGENCE EXCHANGE CONFERENCES. 
HIS OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE REFLECTS GREAT CREDIT UPON HIMSELF AND THE FEDERAL 

SERVICE. 


Ba a5 ; 
13 October 1967 | : er Mfg (© KILL. 


WILLIAM E. POTTS, Colonel, GS 
ACofS, G2 
United States Army, Pacific 


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


SERMFICATE OF ACHIEVEMENT 


AWARDED TO 


KAZUO Z. NINOMIYA 


FOR DEMONSTRATING INITIATIVE AND SKILL IN THE PERFORMANCE OF DUTY AS AN INTELLIGENCE 
RESEARCH SPECIALIST, INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G2, 
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, PACIFIC, FROM 23 SEPTEMBER 1958 TO 15 MAY 1967. DURING 
THIS PERIOD, MR. NINOMIYA EXHIBITED OUTSTANDING PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE, INITIATIVE AND 
SKILL AND CONTRIBUTED IMMEASURABLY TOWARD SUCCESSES ATTAINED WITHIN THE INTELLIGENCE 
DIVISION. HE MANIFESTED AN EXTRAORDINARY APTITUDE FOR CREATING A HARMONIOUS ATMOSPHERE 
WITH FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL WITH WHOM HE CAME IN CONTACT AT USARPAC/FOREIGN NATION 
INTELLIGENCE EXCHANGE CONFERENCES. SUCH ACHIEVEMENT IS IN THE BEST TRADITION OF THE 
FEDERAL CAREER SERVICE. 


___5 September 1967 _ 


RC. DOLEMAN 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Chief of Staff 


United States Army, Pacific 


Arpartment of the Amy 
Crrtifirate ot Sprhirp 


(penton. £0 


KAZUO Z. NINOMIYA 


in recognition of eg: ae years of 


Seder al Ser CE. 


i 
28 October 1966 7 
PHILL B. DAVIDSON, JR., BRIGEN, GS - 


Assistant Chief of Staff, G2 
United States Army, Pacific 
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now ye, that 
RAZUO =. Minomiyvas 
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Rutsuysma - ‘Sacramento Sister Sity Lorporation 
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Aonorary Citizen of Matsuyama 


under the provisions pertuining to Bonorary Vitieens in the 
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Kazuo Z. N 
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California State University 
Sacramento 


Retirement With 20 Years of Service 


Y v Congratulations on your attainment of | retirement status. The devoted efforts of (faculty members like you 
| fave enabled the University to serve the people of Sacramento and Cahjfornia effectively and well 
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Your service has been of great value and enhanced our efforts to provide quality education. May your 
retirement years be Aappy and, (fulfilling. 
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